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PREFACE. 



One of the greatest curiosities of Brussels is 
certainly, Manneken*-Pis ; he is Jooked upon 
as the most faithful and the oldest citizen of 
this town. 

Manneken-Pis' sacred home is Brussels, at 

the corner of two streets : Rue du Chêne aad 

Rue de l'Étuve, though he was a Burgundian 

? under the government of the Dukes of Bur- 

* gundy, a Germ&n under Maximilian, a Spa- 

niard under Charles the V th , Beggar and 

l Révolter during the troubles of the Nether- 

^ lands, Austrian underMaria Theresa, RepubJi- 

can in the year 1794, French under Napoléon, 
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Semi-Dutch under William, Belgian under 
Leopold; and he was never known to be more 
pleased than he is now. 

Everybody knows Manneken-Pis to be a 
most graceful bronze figure, representing a 
little man or child, one cubit high, Love with- 
out wings, and consequently fixed where he 
stands. The little indécent fellow is in the in- 
teresting act of doing his little job, which does 
not preventhis water frombeing pure, limpid, 
crystalline. He stands upon an ornamented pe- 
destal of much taste protecled by an iron rai- 
ling, and has been making water for many 
âges past. His natural state is nakedness, but 
he is dressed as a Noble Lord, Knight or Civic 
guard during the grand festivals of Brussels. 
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HISTORY AND ORIGIN 



OF 



MANNEKEN-PIS 



Several Jearned men hâve been in search of 
Manneken-Pis' origin, ail of them hâve asser- 
ted his high antiquity; yet, for ail that our 
history is chiefly based on tradition. Many are 
of opinion, that the fountain of Manrieken-Pis 
was erected by a rich burgess of Brussels, 
who, having lost during a festival, his much 
beloved and onlychild, three or four years old, 
found him the fifth day after, at the spot where 
he now stands, and in the very posture in which 
he is represented. 
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Some others, admirer s of marvels now fallen 
into discrédit, prétend that a witch or fairy 
lived there formerly, that a child making water 
at her door, she condemned the poor little boy 
to continue doing his little job for ever and 
ever at the same spot; but that a saint eluded 
the witch's wickedness,by substituting a statue, 
in the room of the living child, which has never 
ceased pissing till this day. 

Those who relate with more détails, say : 
that in a great procession, the clergy, with the 
holy Sacrament and banners displayed, went 
to meet an army of crusaders; that a young 
Prince of Brussels, whose name was Godfrey, 
five years oJd, led by the hand by his governor, 
carrying a wax taper, and walking at the head 
of the procession, felt a suddçn wantto make 
water, that his Governor placed the little 
Prince at the aforesaid corner, and that he 
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pissed tîll the very last person of the proces- 
sion had passed by, which lasted nearly an 
hour. This was looked upon as a chastisement 
for his irrévérence towards the procession, and 
the fountain of Manneken-Pis was erected as 
an atonement. 

Some other learned men believe that this 
little statue was erected in honour of a little 
boy, who, in the 13* century, imitating Gulli- 
ver, saved Brussels from its destruction, by 
pissing upon and extinguisbing a wick, by 
means of which the enemy intended to set fire 
to thetown. 

Others add, that at the time when the jews 
profaned the holy hosts ai Brussels, the mira* 
culous history of which is known to every 
body, an old Israélite, who lived in the street 
called since, rue du petit Chrétien (little Chris- 
tian-man street), robbed a rich gentleman of a 
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Yefy^retty child, that the gentleman found 
forai' 5ft*the posture now represented, during 
tHè^oéession of the holy Sacrament It is said 
théit Wïe' jew wanted to<;rucify the child in his 
itek; t ''& èrime which the people at lhat time 
readily attributed to the jews; but the child's 
ihthéHtaplored with fervour, Notre Dame de 
Boà-Sècours (our lady of good Succour) whose 
cllUrbh is close by, and made at the same 
time Sitàh active perquisitions, than the jew got 
frightôhëd, he therefore took the child at twi- 
HgW,°td the very spot where he had stolen 
him, and where his parents found him, in 
Ûiàhkfliiness for which they had this fountain 
êféètéd; ! and had placed upon the dôme of 
tfté 'chittfeh just mentioned, a model of the 
pyi'fo i/Wiich the holy hosts were carried that 
dâj^/ytôttie which subsists still 
* : bbé^tfll this not prove a décent and respec - 
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table antiquity? I think so. Some erudites who 
feed upon conjectures, hâve found in the tradi- 
tions of this child lost and recovered an allu- 
sion, and according to their judgment Manne- 
ken-Pis is nothing better than Cupid, because 
there is in the Grecian anthology an epigram 
on Cupid lost, and among the antiquities, a 
bas-relief, representing that little divine master 
in a posture as indécent as that of our little 
Brussels citizen. 

There are some other adventurous learned 
men who see a pious idea in this monument, 
they say: Manneken-Pis is nothing else but 
Jésus when a child, lost in Jérusalem. This 
appears to me very irreverent, impertinent, and 
void of common sensé. 

Manneken-Pis had been a marble figure till 
the year 1648; at that time, the celebrated 
sculptor Duquesnoy,cast a bronze statue of the 
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watering lad, a real master-piece and the very 
same now seen, though it bas been stolen seve- 
rai times; bat fortunatefy, like the palladium 
of the Trojans, the Minerva of Attica, the holy 
ampulla of Reims, it has been recovered each 
time. The English troops who were in Brussels 
in the year 1747, like ail Englishmen, fond of 
curiosities, took Manneken-Pis from his pede- 
stal and hid him in a waggon, whence the peo- 
pie of Grammont took him away in secret, and 
when the enemy had left the country, they 
exhibited Manneken-Pis upon a pedestal erec- 
ted in the grand place (square) of that town 
where a copy of the original and real Manneken- 
Pis is still to be seen, the latter having retur- 
ned to Brussels his sweet home. 

Soon after Louis the 15 tu made his entry into 
Brussels, the French in their turn stole the little 
statue, which they soon found to be a burden; 
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they abandoned it at the door of a tavern, at 
the corner of la Petite-Ile (little Island) the 
most anciçnt place of Brussels. This event 
caused great discontent and murmur in the 
city; which ceased, as soon as he got upon 
his pedestal again. À few days after this rob- 
bery, some French grenadiers having insulted 
the little fellow, and Louis ^ishing to keep on 
good terms with the people of the town, gave 
Manneken-Pisaspiendidknight's coat, asword, 
and the right to wear it, he al§o ennobled him 
and made him a Knight of the Order of Saint 
Louis, which not only forced the troops to res- 
pect Manneken-Pis, but even to pay him the 
military salutes. 

This most ancient citizen of Brussels, for 
whom the inhabitants of that town care so 
much, that they look upon it as a token of 
prosperity, was, about thirty years ago, again 
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stolen, and again recovered. The robber was 
condemned to hard labour as a destroyer of 
public monuments, and thekeeper ofthetavern, 
right opposite the fountain, had a sign stuck up 
with the folio wing inscription : c To Manneken- 
Pis recovered to the universal joy of his fel- 
low citizens; » this sign we are sorry to say, 
has been since effaced. 

We hâve mentioned, that at ail times, Man- 
neken-Pis has been dressed with splendour 
during the grand feasts of Brussels. Several 
Sovereigns hâve endowed and enriched his 
wardrobe; the Emperor Maximilian has 
Knighted him with his Impérial orders, Louis 
the 15 l \ king of France, as already related, did 
the sarae. In the year 1789, after the expulsion 
of the Austrians,he adopted the Brabant's cock- 
ade; Napoléon the great, the l rst , being solici- 
ted to bestow his favour upon the little citizen, 
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conferred on him the key of Chamberlain. 
Several poets hâve dedicated to him their poe- 
try, some perfumers hâve illustrated their per- 
fumes and scents by christening them after the 
little fellow's name. Some Princes and rich 
burghers hâve entitled him to some annuities; 
it is hardly twelve years ago, that a Brussels 
Lady made him by her will, her heir for one 
thousand florins (about 2150 fr. or 86 pounds). 
He possesses eight complète gala-dresses 
without his actual uniform of the civic guard, 
which consists chiefly of the patriotic blouse, 
csmock-frock». His valet who dresses him, is 
appointed by the regency of the town, and 
receives for it a yearly salary of 200 florins. 
His income, which is pretty considérable, con- 
sists of immoveables or real estâtes the care of 
which is given to one of the most reputed bar- 
risters of Brussels. 

THE END. 
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istorical Notice 



OP THE 



PLACE DES MARTYRS. 



c Citizens ! » said an inhabitant of Malines to 
a crowd of Brussels people; «When oppres* 
sion is at its height, insurrection becomes the 
holiestofduties.» 

À prolonged hurrah resounded on the «Place 
Verte, » also called «St.-Michaels'place,» where, 
on the 22 nd September 1830, there was sta- 
tîoned an indignant crowd. 
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«The Dutch are coming! » cried the power- 
ful voice of a working man who had arrived 
from Vilvorde. 

t Tbey hâve thrown down the gauntlet,» 
exclaimed a young barrisler; « we will take it 
up. Since the 29 th of August we hâve made 
known our wrongs. We hâve too long consen- 
ted to live in a speciesofserfdom,and to follow 
stupidly a people unfitted to command us. » 

t A people of Dutchmen ! » cried a librarian. 

t Who live in swamps and marshes ! » said a 
fishmonger. « A nation of frogs and ducks; 
who are nevertheless now everything, and we 
nothing. 

« Are we no longer Belgians? » demanded 
the man from Malines. 

« I should be inclined to doubt it,» said a 
peasant from Uccle; « so many years hâve we 
let pass without taking up arms against their 
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atrocious raill-law ? By Tvhich tfae poor man 
could not even hâve his own corn grouad, 
without paying to the revenue, moaey down, an 
exorbitant tax. Cruel tyranny! That a man 
might hâve a sack of corn or bariley belonging 
to him, and yet be exposed to perish of hunger, 
if he did not happen aJso to possess safflcient 
ready money to pay the tax tothe governineût» 

« How often hâve we not coaiplained against 
this iniquitous law? » 

— « Bat no one li&teos to us. > 

« One man against a whole people! It is a 
horrible insuit » 

«We hâve enduredit too long, » 

« And how hâve they treated the writers who 
defended us. » 

« They are in prison ! Qbained, orbanished !» 

a And our freedom of speech? our native 
tongue ! » 
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c Taken from us. We hâve been sent back 
to school;» cried a citizen from Liège, «in 
order to learn the gibberish o{ La Haye and 
Amsterdam ». 

« Our public offices are ail filled with 
Dutchmen ! » 

« AU the honours given to the toads of the 
Netherlands ! » 

«And our money taken to buildtheir dykes! 
Would that they would burst and over- 
whelm them, with their whole Nassau race.» 

« And their rich miser of a king; who has 
bought up the old Dutch debts for next to 
nothing, and then by getting the government 
to recognize them, has filled his coffers with 
millions by the spéculation. » 

« With millions of drops of our blood ! And 
our représentatives outraged at La Haye!» 

« They would hâve treated Stassart and De 
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Geriache as they treated the brothers De Witt» 
c We hâve a long list of outrages to avenge,» 
vociferated the man from Matines, «and I tell 
you, that insurrection — 

« Yes ! insurrection in ail parts, and at once,» 
interrupted a blacksmith. 
"" « The Dutchmen are upon us. Prince Frédé- 
ric will give us a rain of bullets, and a heavy 
one. Fellow-citizens, we are treated as rebels. 
They think they hâve us in a vice. And in fact 
if they enter Brussels, the matter will be on the 
anvil. It is for us to strike while the iron is 
hot. » 

t Let us remember our ancestors, » cried 
the barrister, mountingon a bench. «They 
shookoff the yoke of Joseph 2 nd , theyheld their 
own during fortyyears against the wholepower 
of Spain; out of ten years which it tookthe 
Romans to conquer Gaul, seven out of the ten 
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were given up to Belgium. Cœsar called our 
forefethers « the bravest of men» «fortissimi 
omnium Belgae >i They were ever the freest. 
— Friends ! Death is nothing! Liberty is every 
thing! To arms 1 We must hâve an end of this.» 
Animated by thèse discourses, ail ran to 
arms. Àlready, the evening before, the people 
had been occupied in reconstructing the bar- 
ricades, which the cry of indépendance uttered 
at the théâtre on the 25 th of August, during 
the représentation of Masaniello, had caused 
them to erect in ail parts of the city. Old men, 
women, and children, ail had lent a hand. 
Paving stoneshad been torn up with incredible 
activity, and barricades had risen on every 
side. Carts and coaehes were overturned, and 
gâtes, tubs, beams, tables, piled one upon 
another, became the éléments of inexpugnable 
fortresses. In the anticipation of a streetbattle, 
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cvery house was oonverted into an arsenal, and 
was stored before hand with every imaginable 
missile. Paving-stones and bricks innumeraWe 
were conveyed diligexrtly to the upper stories; 
and happy amiling fîruasels, which every oae 
knows so well, assumed the aspect of a grim 
camp, in which the main thought of each maa's 
minci was ta amass munitions of daaih, and to 
fortify the means of résistance. 

Many an old sabre which had bnng for years 
over the pariour mantlepieee, was now hastily 
dragged from ite relucÉaat sheath; and a gêne- 
rai polishiiig up of rusty guris and muskets 
gave proof of the zeal which now animated the 
public mindL fîven themedioeral crossbowwas 
caûed upon to play its part; ite boit must be 
redipped in Mood; and the antique halbert, 
disused for centnries, was unhooked from ite 
place in thé arraoury, to be grasped,as it had 
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been of old, by strong and stalwart hands. 

Arms were invented on the spur of the 
moment, powder shared and distributed 
among those who had guns; and, the supply of 
lead being scanly,a quantity of pewter pots and 
plates, so long the implements of peaceful and 
sociable enjoyments, were hastily melted and 
run into moulds, to become the messengers of 
hatred and death. • 

The thoughtful observer who beheld ail 
thèse préparations, gathered from them with 
absolu te certainty, that, from that very day, 
Brussels and Belgium were no longer Dutch. 

The greater part of the brave feliows,towhose 
wariike harangues we hâve listened on the 
« Place S* Michel,» had sworn on parting, that, 
should they be victorious over the common 
enemy, Ihey would again meet, at the same 
spot, after the battle, to justify their actions. 
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Ail the citizens, like a t band of brothers, » 
helped and sustained each other, shared their 
munitions and provisions, and were inspired 
by one enthusiasm. 

On the 19* of September there had been an 
instant of disunion bctween the middle and 
lower classes. The insulting proclamation of 
Prince Frederick having been torn in pièces by 
the patriots, and the men from Liège, who had 
corne to the assistance of Brussels, having 
demanded of the regency that arms should be 
given to the people, the middle classes of 
bourgeois had repulsed the crowd; and, al- 
thpugh no Dutch were yet in the city, some 
paving-stones, torn up from the Grande Place, 
had been stained with the blood of Brussels 
citizens. 

There had been found, it is said, men base 
enough to désire to give up Brussels to William; 
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their project was soon stifled; tbe people dis- 
armed tbe sentries at the différent posts, inva- 
ded the Hôtel de Ville, and proenred anns. 

Another proclamation of Prince Frédéric, 
dated from Àntwerp on the 24* September, 
armed atBrmsels ontheî**. Itannonnced the 
entary of the ftatcb froops for thefoDowing day. 

And on the 23* of September, the first of 
oargreat dtys> we heard that, early in the mor- 
ning, whfleadivisionoftheenemywasalready 
attackingLouvain, which city had seconded the 
movement of Brussefc, the rest of the army 
was on its march to the capital. 

The tocsin at once pealed ont from tower to 
tower ; the beBs of ail the steeples were set in 
motion; and the « beat of the ahurming drum » 
sudden and startling, and thrillingnoisily from 
street to street, called fbrth from every house, 
firm and rcsolute, a patriot prepared to die in 
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defenceofhis country. Eventhewomen ans- 
wered the appeal, and shared lhe enthusiasm 
of this exciting momeirt. 

À band of the most impatient ardent to 
engage the enemy, rushed forward mto the 
open coiïHtpy, and! hoped to impede theadyan- 
ewig troops by attackftig them on their road. 
They were speedily repulsed by a rattling ftre 
of grape and muskeftry. 

At eigfct in the mornmg four separate attaeks 
werê directed against the crty, afc îts four diffé- 
rent gâtes. 

Those who entered by the Porte de Flandre 
succeeded in gaining the t Marché aux Co- 
chons » or ce PigMarket »; but hère, having 
fired on the people, they were Taliaatly repul- 
sed, thrown iirto dîsorder, and forced to flee. 

Then, from every window on their road, there 
hailed down upon them a storm of missiles 
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which crushed and decimated them. Paving 
stones, heavy pièces of furniture, stoves, mas- 
sive beams were launched upon the satellites 
of the King of Holland; and, upon this side, 
they were forced to evacuate the city. 

Àt the Laeken gâte their brothers in arms 
had not been one whit more fortunate. Our 
brave fellows, who had been ensconced in the 
Allée Verte, fell upon them most furiously; 
they were forced to break their ranks, and the 
confusion soon became an utter rout. From 
this moment, that entrance to the city scorn- 
fully abjured its Dutch appellation of the 
c King William's Gâte, > and became the 
« Porte de Laeken, > or Laeken gâte. 

Others, having advanced by the Louvain 
gâte, arrived,after hard fighting, atthe «Orange 
Place, » since named the « Place des Barri- 
cades. » Hère they suffered an important check. 
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While thus, however, on three points, the 
enemy's trained troops had been more or less 
successfully resisted by unwarlike citizens, 
Holland had gained, on the fourth point, an 
important footing. This was at the Porte de 
Schaerbeek. In the long and spacious street 
whieh extends from the Schaerbeek gâte to 
the Place Royale, the Dutch cannon had ample 
room to take eftect, and its deadly volleys 
swept evcrything before it. Àfter two hours 
fighting the Dutch soldiers had reached the 
Park, and hère entrenched themselves as in a 
strong fortress. 

Then a dull, drizzling rain which seemed 
to ooze from a sky of lead completed the dis- 
couragement of our citizens, and doubt and 
gloom began to penetrate their ranks. 

The deserted Hôtel de Ville presented a 
most desolate aspect. Before it there stood only 
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one man, pistol and sabre m hand, who, firmly 
planted in front of a flag, seemed resohed to 
protect lotbelast that sacred national emblera. 
Brussete wa& now witbout mag^trates. 

The contict however recommenced. 

Àlthough exposed to a storm of ballets* £*om 
26 pièces of camion whicb the eneoiy had esta- 
btished in the part, car Brussels men still 
held the Place Royale; and the position ot af- 
faira at the close of the first days conftict évasas 
IWlows. 

The Dittch were masters of the Lonvain 
gâte, and had taken strong possession of the 
park. They held the Porte de Namur, and the 
opper portion of the rue de Namur. They also 
oceupied the boulevards. 

In theip very nridst, ewtreuched behind the 
unfinished walls of the Observatory, a handful 
of the inhabitents of Brusseteand Liège sustai- 
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ned a long siège, but were at last compelled to 
evacuate their extemporaneous citadel, and eut 
their way through thecircle wluch surrounded 
them. 

The twenty*fcurth of September was finer 
than the previous day. 

The sun shone out rather brigùtly, and shed 
agieam of light over our efforts. 

The reverses of the 23 rd had not crushed the 
hopes of our defenders, and the night's rest 
had renewed their confidence and vigour. 

And our brethren of Louvain had not forgot- 
ten tts* Having repulsed their own enemy, they 
hastened to send us help against ours. 

So did the men of Hal, of Wavre, of Gosselies, 
of Nivelles, and of Genappe. 

Troop after troop arrived, of friends and bro- 
thers, and ail of them marched straight to- 
wards the park. 

pigitizedby VjC 
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From Ath, from Leuze, from Tournay; from 
Soignies, from.Mons, from Charleroy and Na- 
mur ; from Roulers, from Jodoigne, from Tirle- 
mont; not a single town of the whole Belgian 
union, whose inhabitants did not prove during 
those days that they were ail our brothers, and 
claimed to belong to the same great family. 

Strengthened by thèse reinforcements, the 
people attacked the Duteh early in the mor- 
ning, and drove them from the upper part of 
the rue de Namur, and from several houses 
round the park. Àt every instant arrived fresh 
battalions of combattants, undisciplined and 
without commanders, but animated by a spi- 
rit which amply atoned for ail, the invincible 
resolution to conquer. 

Every wherepatriotic proclamations were pub- 
lished and read, and hymns of battle sounded; 
peaceful citizens shouted military harangues, 
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and amid tlie roll of drums, and flourish of 
trumpets, declaimed in their enthusiasm, long 
stanzas of heroic verse. 

The barrister, whom we hâve seen addres- 
sing the people on the 22 th at S* Michael's 
Place, assembled on the 24 th a hundred or so 
men from the rue Haute, and before leading 
them to the enemy,reeitedtothemthefo]lowing 
imitation of Tyrtœus. 

> Honoured, for ever honoured,be his name 

> And graven in the story of his land, 

> Who, nobly fighting on the field of famé 

> Falls, foremostof his brethren, sword in hand, 
» Ànd gives his blood th'oppressor to withstand. 
» But to the wretch who flees, eternal shame ! 

> Oh! far more fatal than the pangs he dreads, 

» When,to his home returned, unscathed, unhurt, 

> His wife, his children turn away their heads, 
» Ànd shrinking from his path their gaze avert. 
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» Wheo, from the house, bis faihers, now bis own, 

> He hears his mothers voice exclaim. » Begone ! > 

> Ànd village boys hoot after him, > that's be ! 

> Who, when the others fought, preferred to flee ! — 
» Lo ! the bright stm, but late "with tlouds obscared, 

> Now iv^s Ws torch <tf glory ii the sky ; 
» Be bis returning my a *ign atsared 

> Tàflft oiir brieî«check Jw>ctefc also victory 

» Andbetler days than those we bave endured. 
» To arms then ail ! and let our watchword be, 

> Union is strength! OurBelgium mustbe free! » 

This exhortation was followedby the Marseil- 
laise hymn, accompanied wilh druois and 
trumpets, and chanted in chorus by thewhole 
people ; And the little tr oop, guided by the 
sound of the combat, which continued inces- 
santly in the upper part of the city, made its 
way to the scène of conflict. 

The people had by this time gained posses- 
sion of six pièces of cannon, and with thèse 
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they kept up a continued fire on the Dutch 
soldiers in the Park. 

They, furious,sent red-hot shot info .the city, 
and soon red fiâmes were seen bursting from 
the Manège, now the Athénée, and frbm seve^ 
ral houses. Cruel vengeance was also takenby 
the soldiers of Prince Frédéric, upon many ïn- 
offensive persons, and many outrages perpe- 
trated upon women and girls. The people, 
with its unerring instinct, recognized in thèse 
acts the commencement of despair, and redou- 
bled its vigour. William and the Nassau line 
were declared to hâve forfeited for ever ail 
claims to the throne of Belgium, a provisional 
government was chosen, and the c Braban- 
çonne, » the national hymn sprang info exis- 
tence amid the roar of the cannon. 

We might hère perhaps mention the names 
ofthosewho during thèse great days gained 
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far themselves éeathless oeiebiity ; bat ours is 
only a slight sketch, and the muaotber ef thèse 
oames is fange. By reoountiag the dévotion of 
the combfttants aad tbeir chiefc, of many offi- 
ciais, and of many womeô; of those who in 
this scierai crisrs oflered to the worid such 
striking examples <of bath military and mil 
courage, we shouki seera to deobt the grateful 
memory of thetr fdlew^coœitrymet^ who hâve 
not forgotten one of them,not ooe of those be- 
rnes who s&çceetied in restormg to fcbeir coun- 
try the independenoe sbe had $qjoyed two 
thonsand years ago. 

« A river of JUood, > said a éviter who was 
prient at the barricades, c a river ofblood 
will no w for ey er separate Btflgium from Hol- 
land. » 

The 38* of Septeober the peopte iaergased 
howiy iafitreagth and number. By three pro- 
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clamatîons of the provisional government the 
position of the ctty was eiearly defined. The 
gratitude of the coantry was by thèse procla- 
mations assûred to thèse who had Men, and 
a promise made to provide for theip orphans; 
the Belgian people was reteasedfrom its former 
oaths of allëgiance; and the workmen and eiti- 
zens who had foaght in the days of Septèmber 
were deolared a national army. 

Meanwhile the Dwich army, harassed by otir 
cannon, hadtaken refuge in the deep hollow in 
the park, known underthename of the pit of 
the Madeleine, around which someintrepïdciti* 
zens were already plairting the tricoloured flag. 

On the 26 th saocour was arriving frôm ail 
sides; the forces of thepeopte weïebetterorga- 
nized, and skilful leaders dit eoted Iheir move* 
meôts. They tontinued fightiag ail day, and a 
part of the night. Not till the Mowing day were 
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wefree to count our dead, and to lament their 
fate, for at five in the morning the enemy had 
evacuated the city. At sunrise the tricoloured 
flag floated victoriously over the palace. 

Belgium, that day, became once more an in- 
dependent state, andits people saw its name 
inscribed in the annals of heroic nations. 

But the day whicji follows four days of figh- 
ting, the day after a victory, is not only a day 
of triumph. Lamentations and mourning hâve 
also their painful rights. Mothers and wives, 
with disordered vestments, and dishevelled 
hair, uttered loud cries over their fallen sons 
and husbands,and sons sobbed loudly over the 
corpses of their murdered sires. 

Then came the burial of the dead. It was re- : 
solved that a spécial cemetery should receive 
the remains of our martyrs, and the spot cho- 
sen was the Place Verte. 
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Of those who had sworn to meet there again 
after their victory, many came only in their 
shrouds, and it was in this moment that the 
peoplecalledthe place, t Place des Martyrs. » 

The first interments were made by torch 
light, during the evening of the 27 th ; and the 
prayers for the dead,recited by old men whose 
lives were consecrated to the Lord, rose to hea- 
ven united with the sobs of a whole nation. 

Citizens of Belgium! Forget not the 27 th of 
September. And yearly as itreturns, when dark- 
ness is succeeding to day, go to the tomb of 
your martyrs, and bestow a tear and a sigh on 
those who died to make you what you are. 
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jiîÈtoRîCkt Notice 



OF TSB 



CHDRCH OF S™ GUDULE 



The Church of S 4 * Gadole, a Gotfaic édifice ot 
broad and lofty frontispice» is saiMOUOted by 
hro fia» squtre towere vMch remain in an un* 
ftaisbed coaditûmv From the» two towers tfce 
view ombrâtes an the on» side Viftorde, M** 
Hnes, andÀntwerp;ofltbeOtbjerôde Basant 
the rfefog gwttftd near Enghéen and Nno*t; 
tbe telegreph which comwunieated with Puis 
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and Rome was placed on one of thèse towers 
io JFÏoreal of the year VIII. The principal en- 
fonce is reached by a noble staircase of thirty 
six steps. The square upon which the édifice is 
built was formerly surrounded by a magnifi- 
cent balustrade in hewn stone, which, in 1804, 
disappeared, giving place to the large open 
area now called the plain S 4e Gudule; from the 
great doors the perron was reached by a broad 
staircase of bitte stone leading to two latéral 
flights of steps, this was removed in 1806 and 
the one we now see was constructed. The foiin- 
dationof this majestic temple was laid by Lam- 
bert the first, count of Flanders who consecra- 
ted it to God under the patronage of S* Michael 
and who, towards the eleventh century, endow- 
ed and established in it priests, for the célé- 
bration of divine service. Lietard, Bishop of 
Cambrai, bèstowedupon it inl 134 many marks 
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of munificence; in 1202 Henry l Rt ratified the 
gifts madeto the church by his predecessors, 
and considerably augmented its revenues. 

John the first surnamedthe Triumphant had 
the édifice completed in 1273, and enriched the 
foundation with many of his possessions. In 
1135 Philip the Good held the first chapter 
pf the Order of the Golden Fleece in the 
church of S* Gudule; and in 1481 Henry of 
Berghes held there a diocesan synod at which 
were regulated divers points of ecclesiastical 
discipline. 

. On the 26 th of October 1516, Charles 8* in 
his quality of fifth chief of the Order of the Gol- 
den Fleece, held the 18 tt chapter of that order 
in the chufch of S te Gudule; in which chapter 
he enacted a law, whereby, in virtue of a bull 
obtained from Léo the 10 th , the number of 
Knîghts was raised from thirty to fifty. 
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Down to the tirae of theeirtry d the French, 
the armoriai bearîogs of the Kmghte, who were 
présentât this mémorable rétitiio», stiUdeeora- 
tedthe canons staUs. The aïK&ht étape), caHed 
the choit of the Holy Sacramentof Miracles, iras 
demolished in 1534, in order to constrûct out 
of it another oiie more soited to its destination. 
Philip de Lannoy laid the first atone of this ne* 
choir on the iS 1 * of Febrnary of the same year> 
in the name of Mary, Queei^of Hiingary, Gdo- 
vernante of the Netherlands. tn 4587 the Chan- 
cellor, and each one of the counsellors of Bra- 
bant, desirons of contributing to the embeilifth- 
ment of the new choir, (completed in 4644,) 
placed in it a brass eeliimn mththeir arms ins- 
cribed thereon. The Board of Fïnanée and ttoô 
magîstraey decoratedthe churehmth eolnmns, 
which ciosed in the chapels baift in the two 
naves. 
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The first chapel of the Holy Sftcrament of 
Miracles, whicfe is lighted by flve Windows, and 
is df spaeious and lofty dimensions, was con- 
stfucted In 143*, and completed in 1439, under 
the giorious reign of Philîp theGood. The high 
altar, detnolislîed in 1803, was of regalar and 
composite order; on one of the lesser atears à 
fine pàinting by Rubens, noir in possession 
of the King of Holland, represented S' Peter, 
reeeiving the Keys of Heatén at the hands of 
Jésus-Christ 

The tabernacle of the high altar was of mas- 
sive siîver, wrought frotn lingots of that métal, 
the donation of différent Bmssels families, as 
is expressed in the fotlowing inscription. 

D. 0. M. pop. Brux. pietas. 

Itt lieu ôf the former altar of the Holy Sacre- 
ment, a portion of the one which was set 
up at the feâst of the Holy Sacrament of 
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Miracles was placed there. This altar was of 
rare magnificence, profusely ornamented with 
gold and silver; the back was woven of a 
cloth of gold taken from the Turks at the 
battle of Lepanto, and which was presented 
by Philip the 2 nd to Isabella, and by her 
consecrated to Christ, A silver balustrade, 
monument of the piety of Cardinal André, en- 
closed the sanctuary ; and the galleries running 
round the dôme were richly decorated with 
silveè and gold. The altar bore twelve candie- 
sticks in massive silver, and a cross of the same 
métal measuring seven feet in height; between 
the Candlesticks wereshrines in silver gilt, and 
in the centre was the tabernacle also in mas- 
sive silver, and containing the Holy Sacrament 
of Miracles which is of pure gold. The conse- 
crated wafers are placed between two cristal 
glasses in a silver case surrounded with pre- 
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cious stones; on the rightside of the altar ofthe 
Holy Sacrament is seen the sepulchral stone ot 
white marble which closes fhe vault wherein 
were buried in 1621 the Archduke Albert in 
the dress of the order of Recollets; in 1633 the 
Infanta Isabella, in the costume of a nun of 
S te Claire; in 1699 Joseph Ferdinand Leopold 
of Bavaria; in 1741 Marie Anne, Archduchess 
of Austria; in 1744 Marie Anne, Archduchess 
of Austria and her child; and in 1780 Charles 
of Lorraine. On the stone which closes the 
entrance may be read thèse words : Monu- 
mentum gubernatorum Belgii. The choir of 
the Holy Sacrament, whose antique Windows 
are by Roger, isclosed inbya beautiful iron 
grating. 

In 1649 was commenced the construction of 
the choir of Our Lady, first of the Assomption, 
afterwards of the Deliverance. 
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The Archduke Leopold, Goyernor of the Ne» 
therlands for Philip the 4*\ laid the first stone 
ofthis choir which was corapïeted in 1653. 

Count Ernest of Isembourg, Président of the 
Board of Finances, commanded the construc- 
tion of anaarble altar, which supports a fine pain* 
ting by Philip o£ Champagne, representing the 
AssumptkHi of the Virgin. The Virgin's choir, 
of which the wiadows are by Belabaer,cost the 
sum of 56,82o florins coUected on sevepal dif- 
férent occasions amongst the middle classes of 
Brussels. The widow of a sheriff of Brussels* 
named Meghen, bequeathed the sum of 18,000 
florins tothe chureh of S te Gudule, on condition 
that an altar in white marble should be ereeted 
in the grand choir of this temple. The said altar 
was commeneed in 1743 after a design by the 
ÀrehitiBCt Donkers, and is of composite order, 
and in modem taste; decorated with sculpture 
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by the elder Deroi. On each skie of the sane- 
toiary are two statues by Delyaux, and on the 
aliar is a âne tabernacle, in which the Holy 
Sacrement is rarised and lowered in the hands 
of the priestby aid of a simple raeohanism. 

Above the altar, at the rise of the vault, is a 
square tablet whence is suspeoded the arms 
of the Dukes of Brabant; to the left of the choir 
is a superb mausoleuna in black marbie caUed 
the tombof the Dukes of Brabant, upon the 
monument reposes a brazen lion, leaning 
agajosttheascuteheooof&abawt. 

This lion, by Jérôme of Montfort, weâghs six 
thousand poands.The Archduke Albert erected 
this monument tothe memory <rf John the 2", 
BakeofvBrabant, who "died in 1&12, tohis wife 
Mfflsgaret, daagfatsr of Edward, Kmg of En- 
glaod, whodied in iSlSjandto Philip the Good 
who died in 14^7 and wbose ashes repose in 
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the centre of the great choir. Opposite to the 
tomb of the Dukes of Brabant is that of the 
Archduke Ernest, Who died at Brussels in 
1595; this prince, clad in armtfur, is in a re- 
cumbent attitude, and leans against a cushion; 
his sword is near him, and his helmet at his 
feet; at each side are seen a mail-coat, sabre, 
golden spurs, and gloves; upon the monument 
may be read thèse words, «Sali Deo Gloria. » 
The canon's stalle, brought from theAbbeyof 
Forest,arecarefullyfinished, andover them are 
hung, during the eight days of the grand ker- 
messe, (or fair)fôur beautiful carpets, woven in 
our principal looms, setting forth the history of 
theHoly Sacrament.The great choir islofty and 
thoroughly lighted, although the Windows are 
painted and protected by a slender wirework; 
its entrance is maghificent and imposing, con- 
sisting of twcadjoining doors belongihg to the 



Digitized 



by Google 



-49- 

grating, tfte whole in irop work, of which the 
fine f ich black, incrusted with gold, produces 
a strikingeflect; this grating cornes from the 
Abbey de la Cambre. Two statues by Plumiers, 
brought from the Abbey of Grimberghen, and 
representing Faith and Tempérance, are to be 
remarked before.entering.the Qhoir; two other 
statyes, by thesaniemaster, and coming from 
the same Abbey, are seen in perspective 
uqder the jubé. S* Jérôme, who under the 
reyolutionary goyernment was placed at 
the entrance of the Muséum staircase, was 
metamorphosedinto an Astronomer; the Death's 
head which he holds in ope hajid was conver- 
ted into ,a globe, and the paper which he 
unrolls in the other became a télescope. 
The church of S te Gudule is cross shaped 
witlUhree naves; at the point which forms the 
cross .rises a pyramidal tower, in the interior 

4 
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of which were placed the smaller bells. The 

principal nave is divided from the two others 

by twelve pillars, which support the vault. 

Each pillar is ornamenled with a statue repre- 

senting one of the twelve Apostles : S 4 Paul, 

S fc Thomas, S* Bartholomew, and S* Matthew 

are by Jérôme Duquesnoy, and are superior to 

the others. Through the high altar is perceived 

the back ground of the chapel of S fc Mary Mag- 

dalene, which serves as a resting place in the 

religious processions. In the centre of the great 

nave is seen the pulpit,by Henry Verbrugghen, 

executed in 1699 for the Jesuits of Louvain. 

Itwasbought,after their suppression, by Marie 

Thérèse, and by her presented to the church 

of S te Gudule, whereit was placed in 1776. At 

the base are seen life sized figures represen- 

ting Adam and Eve chased by the Angel from 

the terrestrial Paradise; on the left Death 
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appears to pursue them. The figures of Adam 
and Eve are so grouped as to support the 
globe which. is placed above them, and in 
the concavity of which the preacher stands. 
This globe rests upon a tree, upon whose 
summit is a canopy supported J>y two Angels, 
assisted in their task by Truth in the form 
of a female figure. Below are seen the Holy Vir- 
gin and the infant Jésus, the latter standing 
upon a crescent, and holding a cross, with 
which, aided by his mother, he crushes the 
serpent. This crescent, borne upon clouds, is 
surrounded by several Angels. Below the pul- 
pit are two small staircases, and on the trunks 
ofthe trees which form the balustrade are to be 
remarked various animais; on the same side as 
the figure of Adam, an ostrich and an eagle; on 
that of Eve appear the peacock, the parrot, 
and the ape. The splendid pulpit of molten 
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brass, which forïûerly existed in S te Gudule, Was 
broken up in 1579, on the 6* of June, when the 
church was sacked by Galvinist soldiers. After 
that event, and uïrtiîfhe new puTpit was placed, 
the sermons were preached in the choir of the 
Holy Sactataeiifc 

Iiî the year 1304 à superb jubé was'construc- 
ted over the grand ptfrch surmoùnted by the 
statue of S fc Miehael placed over the front ôrgàii 
\t e the pipés of the back organ te tô be seen; 
upon the Windows a pafeftting of the Last Judg- 
ment by Flofis. Therë ëxisted in the two naves 
sixteen Chapels, which were deniolished and 
pilldged iri 179$,epoch of the profanation of 
churches by the « &ans-cUlottes. » Bonaparte, 
fully sensible that evangelical mofality, in be- 
stowing happiness tipon the peoplé, becdflies 
thereby the strongest link which binds them to 
their sovereign, commanded that the Brussels 
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Coïlegiate should be restored, and presented 
it on the occasion of his first entry into the city 
with a sum of 20,000 francs. Àt the epoch of the 
jubileein 4820 King William madeit adonation 
of 10,000 florins, whicb sums were devoted to 
the work of restoring to the principal Temple 
of Brussels the Gothiccharacter ofits structure. 
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